
School Committee 

Winchester Public Schools 

Winchester, MA 01890 

September 23, 2019 

                                                                                                                                                    

Roll Call 

 

Notice having been given in accordance with the requirements of law, a joint meeting of 

the School Committee and Select Board was convened at 8:48 a.m. on September 23, 

2019, at the Town Hall, Select Board Meeting Room, 71 Mount Vernon Street, 

Winchester, MA. 

 

Present: 

School Committee 

Ms. Bergstrom, Chair  

Mr. Vernaglia, Vice-Chair 

Ms. Marchant  

Mr. Nixon   

Ms. Maruyama Bolognese 

Judith Evans, Superintendent 

 

Select Board 

Mariano Goluboff, Chair 

Michael Bettencourt, Vice Chair 

Jacqueline Welch 

Amy Shapiro 

Susan Verdicchio 

 

Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:48 a.m. 

 

Appointment to the EFPBC 

 

A vacancy exists for a Registered Professional Engineer on the Educational Facilities 

Planning & Building Committee (EFPBC).  It is a joint appointment of the School 

Committee and Select Board and both boards are required to vote separately.   

 

There were two applicants for the vacancy - Ms. Geethanjali Mathiyalakan, a Registered 

Professional Engineer who has served as a volunteer on the EFPBC since 2004, and Mr. 

Todd Kosterman, a Mechanical Engineer, who has served as a volunteer on the EFPBC 

since 2015.  Mr. Kosterman currently sits on the EFPBC in a different capacity, a 

vacancy appointed by the Town Moderator. 

 

School Committee members felt it would be helpful to invite the two candidates to the 

meeting to speak about their qualifications.  Mr. Goluboff stated the practice of the Select 

Board is to invite first time candidates to speak, but if the candidate were a current 
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member on a board, they would be reappointed without an invitation to speak to the 

Board.  

 

Ms. Maruyama Bolognese commented that some newer members of the committees 

might not have met the candidate to the EFPBC; therefore, it would be nice to have them 

come in and introduce themselves.  

 

Ms. Shapiro indicated that at this time the Lynch and Muraco school projects are being 

considered by the MSBA. Although Ms. Mathiyalakan is well qualified, Ms. Shapiro 

thought this would be an opportunity to bring new and fresh ideas to the committee by 

hiring someone new to the Board.  Ms. Verdicchio was in agreement with Ms. Shapiro.   

 

Mr. Bettencourt talked about doing outreach for volunteer board vacancies as Board 

vacancies are currently posted only on the town website.  

 

Dr. Evans recommended moving forward with voting for Ms. Mathiyalakan for the 

vacancy and take into consideration that Mr. Kosterman already has a current position on 

the EFPBC.   

 

After further discussion, a motion was made. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Ms. Marchant, it was moved and seconded 

 

   To appoint Geethanjali Mathiyalakan to the 

   Engineer vacancy on the EFPBC for a three- 

   year term. 

 

Mr. Nixon shared how he had seen both candidates in action.  He indicated that Mr. 

Kosterman has found his voice on the committee over the last year.  Mr. Nixon spoke of 

Ms. Mathiyalakan’s expertise as a geotechnical engineer, and how she found 

discrepancies during projects, even though we had qualified engineers on the projects.    

 

Mr. Goluboff stated that because Winchester is moving in the direction of being a Green 

community, which he supports, if there was a person on the EFPBC that is not in support 

of solar panels, he would not want this person on the EFPBC.  

 

The Select Board talked about how the EFPBC caused delays in the installation of the 

solar panels.  Dr. Evans shared that there were technical issues related to load bearing 

capacity on the gym roof that caused a delay in the installation of the solar panels.  The 

EFPBC hired a private engineer to test the roof to be sure the roof was able to sustain the 

weight of the panels.   

 

Mr. Bettencourt indicated that the Select Board had concerns around EFPBC member 

attendance, which the members present discussed. 

  

A motion made earlier in the meeting by the School Committee was voted on as follows: 

 

On a motion by Mr. Vernaglia, seconded by Ms. Marchant, the committee 
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   VOTED to appoint Geethanjali Mathiyalakan to the 

   Engineer vacancy on the EFPBC for a three-year 

   term.  

 

Mr. Nixon, Mr. Vernaglia, Ms. Maruyama Bolognese, and Mr. Marchant voted in 

the affirmative.  Ms. Bergstrom abstained.  The motion passed. 

 

The Select Board then voted as follows: 

 

On a motion by Ms. Verdicchio, seconded by Ms. Shapiro, the committee 

 

   VOTED to appoint Ms. Geethanjali Mathiyalakan 

   for the engineer vacancy on the EFPBC. 

 

Ms. Welch, Ms. Verdicchio, and Mr. Goluboff voted in the affirmative.  Mr. 

Bettencourt voted in the negative and Ms. Shapiro abstained.  The motion passed.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Maruyama Bolognese, seconded by Ms. Marchant, the committee 

 

   VOTED to reopen the School Committee vote. 

 

Ms. Maruyama Bolognese, Ms. Bergstrom, and Ms. Marchant voted in the 

affirmative.  Mr. Vernaglia and Mr. Nixon voted in the negative.  The motion 

passed.  

 

Ms. Maruyama Bolognese would have preferred to have met the candidates and did not 

realize this was reasonable cause for abstaining from voting.   

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Ms. Maruyama Bolognese, the committee 

 

   VOTED to appoint Geethanjali Mathiyalakan 

   to the EFPBC. 

 

Mr. Vernaglia, Ms. Marchant, and Mr. Nixon voted in the affirmative.  Ms. 

Bergstrom and Ms. Maruyama Bolognese abstained.  The motion passed.  

 

Composition of the EFPBC 

 

Mr. Bettencourt suggested having a discussion regarding the composition of the EFPBC.  

He suggested having the Superintendent of Schools as the chair of the committee.  He 

also suggested adding another member on the committee who specializes in ADA 

regulations.  Having the additional member would make the committee a 13-member 

committee.   

 

Mr. Nixon talked about having a job description for the ADA seat that would include 

having knowledge of ADA statues and technical expertise.   
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Mr. Bettencourt thought it would be helpful to have on-going joint meetings of the Select 

Board and School Committee in the future.  

 

Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Ms. Marchant, seconded by Mr. Vernaglia, the committees unanimously 

 

    VOTED to adjourn the joint meeting at 

10:29 a.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Freda Canavan 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Document Author/Presenter Date 

Geethanjali Mathiyalakan’s Letter of Interest and Resume Geethanjali Mathiyalakan May 12, 2019 

Todd Kosterman’s Letter of Interest Todd Kosterman May 20, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Documents used during School Committee meetings are available at the 

Superintendent’s office, upon request.   


